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1. System for remotely determining the position of a selected category of items 
interest in a selected geographic vicinity from a database, the system comprising 

(A) a database for storing information about a plurality of items of interest, 
the information including, for each of the items of interest, positional otordinates, a 
geographic vicinity, and at least one associated category, 



(B) a communicatiorts^ink for communicating between a user of the system 
and the database, 



\ 



(C) means for tr 
user via the link upon rece: 



ismitting apportion of the information in the database to a 
\>t of a request signal representative of a selected category 
and geographic vicinity, the transmitted portton of the information including 
identification of a position fit the items dtf interest within the selected category and 
geographic vicinity, and 



(D) a port for remote^ accessing the portion of information via the link, the 
port generating the request signal in resAmse to inputs by a user which are 
representative of the selected category and geographic vicinity, the port having a user 
interface for accepting the inputs ahd for indicating to the user the position of each of 
the items of interest in the sejected category and geographic vicinity. 

2. System accordijrf^^ wherein the link comprises at least one of the 
following: a telephone link, satellite link, radio-frequency link, infra-red link, internet 
link, facsimile link/fiber-optic link, coaxial cable link and television link. 

3. Systep according to claiiivl wherein the database is selected from the group 
consisting/of a personal computer,\nainframe, work-station, mini-computer, and a 
digital data processor. 



* 
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4. System according to claim^ 1 wherein the user interface further comprises 
member of the group consisting of a television, telephone, facsimile, audible speaker, 
and personal computer displ^^or^indicating information to the user. 

5. System according to claim 1 wherein the user interface further ^mprises a 
member of the group consisting of a television interface, telephone interface, facsimile 
interface, and personal computer interface, for communicating the injnits to the port. 



6. System according to clai^sl wherein the geographic Vicinity comprises spatial 
detail of the items of interest. 



7. System according to>c ainri wheVein the geographic vicinity comprises a map of 
the items of interest in the selected category and selected geographic vicinity. 



8. System according to diking 1, furthe/ comprising means for interpreting the 
inputs by the user and for fornMating the inputs into the request signal. 

9. System according to daiM l,^rth^sQmprising means for interpreting certain 
of the inputs as items or inter&dr and for transposing such inputs into a selected 
category automatically. 



10. System according tc/clah^ ill wherein theWt of positional coordinates comprises 
a location of a user of the^system. " 

11. System acceding to claiikl, wherein the set of positional coordinates comprises 
information identifying a destination location within the geographic vicinity. 

12. System according to daiirt^l, further comprising data representing the 
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13. System according to clairi^ 1, wherein the information comprises additional 
detail for at least one of the items of interest, and further comprising means for fleeting 
and communicating the additional detail to the user. 





14. System according to claim 13, wherein the additional detail is fleeted from the 
group of video, prerecorded music, and digital pictures. 




15. System according to claihj 1, wherein the information comprises an 
advertisement associated with at least one of the items/of interest, and further 
comprising means for communicating the advertisement to/he user. 



16. System according t 



clainNA wherein the information comprises a plurality of 



y 



discrete geographic vicinitiei and further comprising means for hierarchically selecting 
any of the discrete vicinities 

17. Database apparatusf6r\storing iitf oriftation about a plurality of items of interest, 
the information including, foVleach-^Q^ items of interest, positional coordinates, a 
geographic vicinity, and at least! one associated category, comprising 

(A) a communications /ink fofl communicating between a user of the 
database apparatus and a remofle port, and 



(B) means for transmitting a portion of the information to a user via the link 
upon receipt of a request signal representative of a geographic vicinity and a selected 
category of the items/of interest, the transmitted portion of the information including 
identification of a .position for the items of interest within the selected category and 
geographic vicir 




18. Database apparatus according to claim V wherein the link comprises at least 
one of the^following: telephone link, satellite link, radio-frequency link, infra-red link, 
internet/link, facsimile link, fiber-optic link, coaxial cable link, television link, and 
combinations thereof. 
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19. Database apparatus according to claim 17 wherein the means for transmitting 
comprises a member of the group of ^personal computer, mainframe/and data 
processor. 



20. Database apparatus according to claim 17 wherein the geographic vicinity 
comprises spatial detail of the items of interest. 




21. Database apparatus according to clafm 17 wherein/the geographic vicinity 
comprises a map of the items of interest in the selected category and selected 
geographic vicinity. 

22. Database apparatus kfccdrding to daim 17, further comprising data representing 
the information. 

23. Database apparatus according to claiiml/, wherein the information comprises 
additional detail for at least one if the items omterest, and further comprising means 
for communicating the addition J| detail to /he gemote port upon receipt of a signal 
indicating that a user has selected fine of the item^of interest. 



wherein the information comprises 



24. Database apparatus accordiAg4o claim\17, 
an advertisement associated with/4t least one o the items of interest, and further 
comprising means for communicating theNadvertisement to the remote port. 



25. Database apparatus/according to claim 17, wherein the information comprises a 
plurality of discrete Geographic vicinities, and further comprising means for 
hierarchically storing And accessing any of the discrete vicinities in response to user 
inputs at the remote port. 



26. Remote access port for remotely accessing a selected category of items of interest 
in a selected geographic vicinity from a database, the database being of the type which 
stores information about a plurality of items of interest, the information including, for 
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each of the items of interest, positional coordinates, a geographical vicinity and/at least 
one associated category, the remote access port comprising 

(A) a communications link for communicating between a u^er of the remote 
access port and the database, and 

(B) means for generating a request signal representative of a selected 
category and a selected geographibsvicinity of the items of interest in response to inputs 
by a user of the remote access port, me remote access pjrirt having a user interface for 
accepting the inputs and\or mdicating\o the user th/ position of each of the items of 
interest within the selected category and geographic vicinity. 

27. Remote access port afccoYding to dArK26 wherein the user interface further 
comprises one or more memfterls of th/grotfp consisting of a television, telephone, 
facsimile, audible speaker, and\personal compjUer display, for indicating the items of 
interest to the user. 



28. Remote access port a&ording to claim 
comprises one or more numbers of the group 
telephone interface, facsimile irfterface, and 



wherein the user interface further 
consisting of a television interface, 
personal computer interface, for 



communicating the inputs by the user to the database. 



29. Remote Recess port according to claim* 26, further comprising means for 
interpreting the inputs by the user and formulating the inputs into the request signal. 

30. Remote access port according to claim\26, further comprising means for 
interpf eting certain of the inputs as items or interest and for transposing such inputs 
into a selected category automatically. 



31. Remote access port according to claim 2(\wherein said means for generating a 
request signal comprises one of a personal computer. 
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32. Remote access port according to claim 26, wherein the information comprises 
additional detail for at least one of the items of interest, and further comprising means 
for (i) generating a signal representative of a user selection of at least one of the items of 

_ — 

33. Remote access port according to claim 26, wherein the informatior( comprises an 
advertisement associated with at least one of the items of inter/st, and further 
comprising means for communicating the advertisement to the user. 



34. Remote access port according to claim 2^ wherein the information comprises a 
plurality of discrete geogr^phic\ vicinities, and further/ comprising means for 
hierarchically selecting any df the discrete vicinities in response to user inputs. 

35. A method for remotel)Mieterminirig the position of a selected category of items 
of interest in a selected geographic vicinity from a^database, comprising the steps of: (i) 
storing information about a Plurality of Wins of interest in the database, the 
information including, for eacH\of the iterrifepf interest, positional coordinates, a 
geographic vicinity, and at leastttffielis^ category; (ii) accessing the database 
from a remote location and over ^communication link; (iii) communicating, from the 
remote location, information representative on a selected category and a selected 
geographic vicinity to the database* Wnd (iv) transmitting a portion of the information 
from the database and to the iiser over the linkl the information including, at least, 
identification of a position mx the items of interest within the selected category and 
geographic vicinity. 




36. A method according to claim 35, wherein the step of communication information 
further comprises/the step of generating a request signal indicative of the selected 
category and vicinity. 




37. A method according to claiift\36, wherein the step of transmitting a portion of 
the information further comprises the step of responding to the request signal. 



